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1 . HEREWITH FULL TEXT TIME ARTICLE AUGUST 16 EDITION HEADED 
"HENRY'S LAST HURRAH?". 

2. HENRY KISSINGER PLANNED HIS LATEST GLOBAL FORAY WITH 
THE CARE OF A MAN WHO MIGHT NOT SOON BE MAKING ANOTHER. HE 
HAD ALREADY DECIDED THAT UNLESS A CRISIS SHOULD INTERVENE 
(OVER SALT OR SOUTHERN AFRICA, FOR INSTANCE), HE WOULD NOT 
BE TRAVELING OUTSIDE THE U.S. AGAIN UNTIL AFTER THE NOVEMBER 
ELECTIONS. THUS FOR THE EIGHT-DAY TRIP HE BEGAN LAST WEEK, 
THE SECRETARY WAS OBLIGED TO PICK PLACES TO WHICH HE COULD 
SAFELY GO - NOT FOR REASONS OF SECURITY BUT OF DOMESTIC 
POLITICS. THAT RULED OUT CHINA, THE SOVIET UNION OR THE 
MIDDLE EAST, WHERE KISSINGER'S PRESENCE MIGHT INADVERTENTLY 
HAVE AN A DVERSF, EFFECT ON PRESIDENT FORD'S CLIFF-HANGIN 
STRUGGLE FOR THE REPUBLICAN NOMINATION. SO, HOWEVER RELUC- 
TANTLY, THE SECRETARY PICKED AN ITINERARY WHERE THE SAILING 
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SHOULD HAVE BEEN SMOOTH: BRITAIN, IRAN, AFGHANISTAN, PAKIS- 
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TAN, FRANCE AND THE NETHERLANDS. 

3. NONETHELESS, KISSINGER FOUND HIMSELF EMBROILED IN CON 
TROVERSY ON THE EVE OF HIS DEPARTURE. THE MAIN PROBLEM WAS 

IRAN, WHERE THE SECRETARY WAS TO SPEND TWO FULL DAYS 
TALKING WITH THE SHAH AND CO-CHAIRING A MEETING OF THE 
JOINT U.S. -IRANI AN COMMISSION, WHICH OVERSEES BILATERAL 
TRADE AND ECONOMIC MATTERS. TWO DAYS BEFORE KISSINGER 
LEFT WASHINGTON, THE SENATE FOREIGN RELATIONS SUBCOMMITTEE 
ON FOREIGN ASSISTANCE RELEASED A STUDY ASSERTING THAT U.S. 
ARMS SALES TO IRAN WERE "OUT OF CONTROL." THE REPORT 
CHARGED THAT THE NIXON ADMINISTRATION, DURING KISSINGER'S 
DAYS AS THE PRESIDENT'S NATIONAL SECURITY ADVISOR, HAD 
ENTERED INTO A SECRET COMMITMENT TO SELL IRAN "VIRTUALLY 
ANY CONVENTIONAL WEAPONS IT WANTED." AS A RESULT, CON- 
CLUDED THE SUBCOMMITTEE, "THE U.S. CANNOT ABANDON, SUB 
STANTIALLY DIMINISH OR EVEN REDIRECT ITS ARMS PROGRAMS 
WITHOUT PRECIPITATING A MAJOR CRISIS IN U.S. -IRANIAN 
RELATIONS." (SEE FOOTNOTE, PARA 4) INDEED, SAID THE 
SUBCOMMITTEE, THERE WERE SO MANY AMERICANS - 24,000 AT 
LAST COUNT - IN IRAN AS A RESULT OF THESE SALES THAT IN 
A CRISIS, THEY COULD VIRTUALLY BE HELD HOSTAGE BY THE 
IRANIAN GOVERNMENT. 

4. (FOOTNOTE: IRAN IS THE U.S.'S NO. 1 ARMS CUSTOMER, 

WITH 10.4 BILLION DOLLARS IN PURCHASES DURING 1972-75. 
RUNNERS-UP: ISRAEL (5.5 BILLION DOLLARS DURING THE SAME 
PERIOD) AND SAUDI ARABIA (3. 1 BILLION DOLLARS). ANOTHER 
MIDDLE EASTERN PURCHASER IS JORDAN, WHICH FOR A WHILE 
THIS YEAR WAS CONSIDERING BUYING AN AIR DEFENSE SYSTEM 
FROM THE SOVIET UNION. INSTEAD, KING HUSSEIN DECIDED TO 
PURCHASE AN AMERICAN HAWK ANTIAIRCRAFT MISSILE SYSTEM. 

THE DEAL WAS REPORTEDLY PUT TOGETHER AFTER IRAN JOINED 
SAUDI ARABIA IN OFFERING TO HELP JORDAN RAISE PART OF THE 
550 MILLION DOLLARS REQUIRED. END FOOTNOTE.) 

5. THE ADMINISTRATION'S POSITION ON THE HEAVY COMMITMENT 
TO IRAN. BASED ON THE 1969 NIXON DOCTRINE RECOMMENDING 
THAT REGIONAL LEADERS ASSUME GREATER RESPONSIBILITY FOR 
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SECURITY IN THEIR AREAS, IS THAT IT SUITS U.S. INTERESTS 
TO HAVE A STRONG IRAN CAPABLE OF DEFENDING ITSELF. 

"BEING SURROUNDED BY IRAQ, AFGHANISTAN, INDIA AND THE 
SOVIET UNION IS NO MINOR DEFENSE PROBLEM," ARGUED ONE HIGH 
U.S. OFFICIAL. "SELLING IRANIANS ARMS SO THEY CAN DEFEND 
THEMSELVES IS BETTER THAN HAVING TO DO IT FOR THEM." 

AS FOR THE SUBCOMMITTEE'S CHARGE THAT AMERICAN EMPLOYEES 
COULD BE HELD "HOSTAGE" BY TEHRAN. THE SHAH LAST WEEK 
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DECLARED THAT IN THE EVENT OF WAR, THE AMERICANS "WILL NOT 
BE FORCED TO RENDER ANY SERVICES TO IRAN." 

6. THE SAME NIGHT THAT THE SUBCOMMITTEE REPORT WAS RE- 
LEASED, KISSINGER - DESPITE HIS EFFORTS TO STAY OUT OF 
THE DOMESTIC POLITICAL LIMELI HT - MADE AN UNEXPECTED 

GAFFE. AFTER ADDRESSING A NATIONAL URBAN LEAGUE CONVENTION 
IN BOSTON, HE WAS ASKED BY A MEMBER OF THE AUDIENCE WHY 
THERE WERE NOT MORE BLACK AMBASSADORS AND WHY BLACK ENVOYS 
WERE CUSTOMARILY SENT TO AFRICAN NATIONS. THE SECRETARY 
WAS OBVIOUSLY UNPREPARED FOR THE QUESTION. "LOOK, WHEN WE 
HIRE AN AMBASSADOR," HE REPLIED, "WE DON’T STOP TO ASK 
WHETHER HE IS BLACK OR WHITE.” HE ADDED THAT PERSONNEL 
"MUST MEET ALL THE QUALIFICATIONS." THOUGH HIS ANSWER WAS 
REASONABLE ENOUGH, KISSINGER HAD NOT REALIZED THAT "QUALI- 
FICATIONS" IS A WORD BLACKS OFTEN TAKE AS A SMOKESCREEN FOR 
DISCRIMINATION. THE AUDIENCE BROKE INTO BOOS AND CATCALLS. 

7. IN FACT, AS DEMOCRATIC SENATOR HUBERT HUMPHREY POINTED 
OUT, KISSINGER HAS "GOT MORE BLACKS IN THE STATE DEPARTMENT 

THAN WE (DEMOCRATS) HAD" - 13 PERCENT OF THE DEPART 
MENT'S EMPLOYEES TODAY, V. 1 1 PERCENT IN NOVEMBER 1969. 
PRIVATELY, THE SECRETARY KNEW HE HAD MISHANDLED THE QUES- 
TION. JUST BEFORE TAKING OFF FROM ANDREWS AIR FORCE BASE 
EN ROUTE TO HIS FIRST STOP IN LONDON. KISSINGER POINTEDLY 
SHOOK HANDS AND CHATTED WITH A GROUP OF BLACK YOUTHS FROM A 
NEARBY DAY-CAMP PROGRAM WHILE THE TELEVISION CAMERAS ROLLED. 

8. ANOTHER EMBARRASSMENT FOR KISSINGER WAS REPORTS LATER 

IN THE WEEK THAT THE SOVIET UNION HAD VIOLATED THE SPIRIT 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 04 STATE 198407 TOSEC 200287 

OF THE NEW TREATY ON UNDERGROUND NUCLEAR TESTS BY DETONAT- 
ING TWO DEVISES LAST MONTH THAT MAY HAVE EXCEEDED THE 150- 
KILOTON LIMIT TO WHICH MOSCOW AND WASHINGTON HAD AGREED. 

THE TREATY HAD BEEN INITIATED BUT NOT YET RATIFIED BY THE 
U.S. SENATE AT THE TIME OF THE SOVIET TESTS. THE WHITE 
HOUSE, WELL AWARE THAT REPORTS OF SOVIET "CHEATING" COULD 
PROVE DAMAGING TO PRESIDENT FORD IN HIS CAMPAIGN AGAINST 
CHALLENGER RONALD REAGAN, LAUNCHED AN INVESTIGATION TO 
DETERMINE THE SIZE OF THE SOVIET DEVICES. 

9. MEANWHILE, KISSINGER HAD ARRIVED IN LONDON WITH HIS 
WIFE NANCY AND SON DAVID, SPENT THE NIGHT AT CLARIDGE’S, 

THEN BREAKFASTED FOR 2-1/2 HOURS WITH BRITISH PRIME 
MINISTER JAMES CALLAGHAN AT 10 DOWNING STREET. MAIN TOPIC: 
SOUTHERN AFRICA. SOON HE WAS IN THE AIR AGAIN, DRESSED IN 
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BLACK AND WHITE STRIPED SHIRT, PINK PANTS, SULKA SOCKS AND 
NO SHOES, BOUND FOR TEHRAN. 

10. NEXT DAY AT THE SHAH'S SUMMER PALACE AT NOW SHAHR ON 
THE CASPIAN SEA, THE IRANIAN LEADER AND THE SECRETARY 
MET FOR 5-1/2 HOURS. THEY DISCUSSED MIDDLE EAST STRATEGY 
AND AFRICAN POLICY, PARTICULARLY AS IT RELATES TO THE 

INDIAN OCEAN AND IRANIAN SECURITY. THEY ALSO CONCENTRATED 
ON IRAN’S EFFORTS - PRECIPITATED BY A 3 BILLION DOLLAR 
CASH SHORTAGE - TO BARTER ITS CRUDE OIL FOR WESTERN WEAPONS 
THE IRANIANS ARE APPARENTLY INTERESTED IN ACQUIRING UP TO 
300 GENERAL DYNAMICS F-16 FIGHTER PLANES AND 200 LAND-BASED 
VERSIONS OF THE NORTHROP F-18 FIGHTER, PLUS SEVERAL AIR- 
BORNE- WARNING-AND-CONTROL AIRCRAFT BUILT BY BOEING. WASH- 
INGTON IS GENERALLY FAVORABLE TO THE DEAL, BUT THE ACTUAL 
AGREEMENT WOULD BE BETWEEN IRAN AND THE VARIOUS U.S. COM- 
PANIES. 

1 1 . BACK IN TEHRAN AT WEEK'S END, KISSINGER SERVED AS CO- 
CHAIRMAN OF THE JOINT COMMISSION. THE MAIN TOPIC OF THIS 
MEETING WAS THE EFFORTS BEING MADE TO CONCLUDE A U.S.- 
IRANIAN NUCLEAR POWER PLANT AGREEMENT. THE PROJECT WOULD 
RUN FOR MORE THAN 20 YEARS AND WOULD INVOLVE THE SALE OF 
EIGHT TO TEN NUCLEAR POWER PLANTS (VALUED AT ABOUT 2 BILLION 
DOLLARS APIECE). AN AMERICAN DRAFT AGREEMENT WAS SUBMITTED 
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TO THE IRANIAN ATOMIC ENERGY ORGANIZATION IN JUNE, BUT A 
FEW DETAILS REMAIN TO BE WORKED OUT. 

12. TO ROUND OUT THE TOUR, KISSINGER PLANNED BRIEF STOP- 
OVERS IN AFGHANISTAN, PAKISTAN, FRANCE AND THE NETHERLANDS. 
HE HAD WANTED TO GO TO AUSTRALIA BUT HAD TO CANCEL OUT WHEN 
PRIME MINISTER MALCOLM FRASER ASKED TO MAKE A BICENTENNIAL 
VISIT TO THE U.S. HE HAD ALSO HOPED TO STOP IN MANILA TO 

SIGN A NEW BASE AGREEMENT WITH THE PHILIPPINES, BUT THE 
TALKS BOGGED DOWN, SO THAT WAS OUT. IN FACT, HE EVEN HAD 
TO DO A LITTLE ARM TWISTING TO GET HIMSELF INVITED TO THE 
NETHERLANDS. EVEN THOUGH KISSINGER HAD NEVER PAID THE 
COUNTRY A VISIT, THE DUTCH TRIED DIPLOMATICALLY TO DECLINE 
THE HONOR THIS TIME, POINTING OUT THAT SEVERAL TOP OFFICIALS 
WERE AWAY ON AUGUST VACATIONS. BUT THE SECRETARY REPLIED 
GENTLY THAT IT WAS NOW OR NEVER, SO THE DUTCH QUICKLY AGREED 
TO SERVE AS HOSTS FOR A SIX HOUR CALL. 

13. WHAT APPEARS TO PAIN KISSINGER MOST OF ALL IS THAT SO 
MANY OBSERVERS REGARD HIS CURRENT JUNKET AS A FAREWELL 
TOUR. IS THE SECRETARY STILL HOPING THAT JERRY FORD CAN 
PULL OFF THE ELECTION AND KEEP HIM ON? WHY DO YOU WANT 
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EIGHT MORE YEARS?" A FRIEND ASKED RECENTLY. "ONLY FOUR. 

ONLY FOUR," REPLIED KISSINGER, NOT ALTOGETHER IN JEST. 

END TEXT. ROBINSON 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: TOSEC, PRESS COMMENTS, MINISTERIAL VISITS 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 10 AUG 1976 

Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: n/a 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1976STATE1 98407 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: REBUTLER:REB 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D760308-0161 
From: STATE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1976/newtext/t19760867/aaaacgqk.tel 

Line Count: 226 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ORIGIN PA 

Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 5 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: ellisoob 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 21 JUL 2004 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <21 JUL 2004 by hattaycs>; APPROVED <28 JUL 2004 by ellisoob> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
04 MAY 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 
Subject: PRESS MATERIAL 

TAGS: SOPN, PFOR, US, TIME, (KISSINGER, HENRY A) 

To: SECRETARY 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



